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10. RECRUITMENT OF PARTICIPANTS: 

Participants (preschool students, teachers and Program Directors) will be recruited with the approval of Riverside County Office of Education (RCOE) Administrators, District and School Site Administrators of Head Start preschool programs.
A mixed method research study will be conducted.  
Potential participants for the quantitative study are preschool students (students with and without special needs) attending the Head Start preschool programs in Riverside County. The investigator will be assessing preschool classroom environments using the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) and accessing achieved student data of the preschool assessment (Desired Results Developmental Profile). The investigator will not be interacting with students. The investigator will obtain Parent Consent of all preschool students prior to the research study. 
Potential participants for the qualitative study are Head Start preschool teachers and program directors.
Selection Process -  
For the quantitative study, The investigator will meet with the parents of students attending of Head Start preschools explain the scope of the research study once approvals from RCOE Administrators, District and School Site Administrators of Head Start preschool programs are obtained. 
The research study will begin only after consent forms have been signed by parents.  Students that attend Head Start preschool classrooms are between the ages of 3-5 years, a mixture of boys and girls from diverse ethnic backgrounds (Caucasian, African American, Hispanic, Asian and other).  10% of students attending Head Start preschool classrooms have a disabling condition as identified in the IEP (Individualized Education Program). 

For the qualitative study, the investigator will use case study as the research design.  According to Creswell (2012), a case study is the study of an issue within a real life through detail in-depth data collection involving multiple sources of information.  Teachers and program directors of Head Start preschool classrooms will be interviewed (Seidman, 2012) to collect research data. Participants will be chosen through purposeful sampling and self-selection process. For the purpose of this study, participants should have experience in serving students with and without special needs/disabling conditions because the objective of the case study is to learn about their experience of inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers).  Teachers and program directors will be identified by county and school Administrators. An invitation will be emailed to teachers and program directors of Head Start preschool programs in Riverside County explaining the scope of the study and consent to participate.
The following criteria will be used in the recruitment process of research participants:
i. Teachers who have served as Head Start teachers for at least 5 years

ii. Teachers who have had students with an I.E.P (other than for speech and language services) for at least years.

iii. Teachers who are currently serving students with an I.E.P (other than for speech and language services) 

iv. Directors who have served as Head Start Directors for at least 5 years

The Head Start preschool classrooms to assess inclusive practices will be chosen among the classrooms of the teachers who participated in the interviews.

11. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT
Objective of the Study:
The purpose of this research study is to describe and analyze inclusive practices of Head Start (HS) preschool programs and address a problem of practice that has not been addressed in HS preschool classrooms: Assessment of Inclusive Practices.  Literature will be reviewed of  the HS preschool program (Schmit & Ewen, 2012; Zigler & Styfco, 1995),  importance of high quality preschool education (Cannon & Karoly, 2007) preschool inclusion (Odom & Diamond, 1998) and current practices of  inclusion of HS (Muccio, Leah, S. 2012).

Head Start (HS) preschool program is the largest provider of inclusive services for children with special needs in the United States (Muccio et al., 2014).  In 1972, Public Law P.L 92-424 mandated that 10% of the total children enrolled in Head Start programs reserved to serve children with special needs and their families (Allen & Cowdery, 2009). 
Significance of the Study:
This study is significant because it has the potential to transform inclusive practices of Head Start preschool classrooms in Riverside County. Research findings will be shared with pertinent administrators of Head Start funding grantors/administrative agencies (Riverside County Office of Education, California Head Start Association, National Head Start Association and the Department of Health & Human Services of the office of Head Start of United States).  Specific information can be used by these agencies in providing staff development/in-service trainings to HS teachers and program directors to improve the quality of inclusive practices in order to improve access of the HS preschool curriculum for children with special needs to improve student performance.  In addition, the researcher strives to share the data and the importance of the utilization of the Inclusive Classroom Profile to measure the quality of inclusive practices as a best practice even though this is not mandated by HS.

Quantitative Research - Research Question (s) –

How have inclusive practices within Head Start classrooms impacted student performance?

Hypothesis: High quality inclusive practices have an impact on student performance.


Null Hypothesis: The quality of inclusive practices does not have an impact on student performance.
Independent Variable: Inclusive practices of Head Start preschool classrooms
Dependent Variable(s): Student performance (as reflected in outcome assessment data and data on the Inclusive Classroom Profile). 
Research Questions – Qualitative Research 

1. How do Head Start preschool teachers define, describe and explain inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in their daily interactions with students?

Sub Questions

a. How do Head Start preschool teachers define Inclusive Practices in their daily interactions with students?

b. How do Head Start preschool teachers describe Inclusive Practices in their daily interactions with students?

c. How do Head Start preschool teachers explain Inclusive Practices in their daily interactions with students?

2. How do Head Start preschool program directors define, describe and explain Inclusive Practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in their daily interactions with students?

Sub Questions

a. How do Head Start preschool directors define Inclusive Practices in their daily interactions with students?

b. How do Head Start preschool directors describe Inclusive Practices in their daily interactions with students?

c. How do Head Start preschool directors explain Inclusive Practices in their daily interactions with students?

Methodology:
This study will use a mixed method study to assess the inclusive practices of Head Start preschool classrooms.  As mentioned in the recruitment of participants section, answers for the qualitative research paradigm will be obtained by using the case study research design.  Data for the quantitative research paradigm will be obtained by the use of the assessment tool: Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) (Soukakou, 2012).  

Data collection:  Data will be collected from the following 3 sources: 

(I) Conducting interviews of Head Start preschool teachers (Appendix A –Interview Questions)
(II) Conducting interviews of Head Start program directors   (Appendix B –Interview Questions)

(III) Data from the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) assessment tool developed by Soukakou, (2012).
      (Appendix B – ICP List of the 11 Items being observed )
(IV) Archived data of Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP), student assessment data to track student outcome.  

Data collection procedures: 

Location: Head Start Preschool Classrooms located in Riverside County.  Specific locations of the 5 Head Start preschool classrooms will be determined after teachers and program directors are purposefully (who meet specific criteria listed on page 5) chosen for the research study.   Upon recruiting teachers and program directors for the study, the Head Start preschool classrooms will be determined to assess using the ICP.  Achieved outcome data of the DRDP assessment will be analyzed of the students of the participating classrooms.  Parent consent will be observed prior to conducting the ICP assessment and reviewing out outcome data.  
Duration and Frequency:

For quantitative data gathering: Use of the ICP - observational assessment is 2-3 hours during preschool instruction time.  Data will be collected from 5 classrooms by observing 125 students in HS classrooms For qualitative data gathering: Conducting of teacher interviews during non-instructional time in the head start classrooms. 2 hours in person and follow up over the phone as needed. Conducting program director interviews at the program directors office. 2 hours in person and follow up over the phone as needed. 
Data analysis
Qualitative data from the interviews (Saldana, 2013) will be analyzed using the ATLAS Ti software. 
Data will be coded in order to determine common themes and categorized as structural coding and descriptive coding (Saldana, 2013).  From these codes, categories of key words such as inclusive practices, special education, teacher support, children with IEP will be derived by organizing the data.  Quantitative data from the ICPs and DRDPs will be analyzed using the SPSS software.

Dissemination

Data will be kept secured and under lock and key in order to protect the privacy of the research participants.  Data will be destroyed according to the expectations of the school of doctoral studies of the College of Education of California State University San Bernardino.   

12. CONFIDENTIALITY OF DATA:

In conducting observations of the preschool classrooms to assess using the ICP for data collection, classrooms will be identified using a number in order to protect the privacy.  Teachers and Program Directors will be given pseudonyms to protect their identity. During and after the period of conducting research data will be protected in order to maintain confidentiality by storing in a locked file cabinet in the researcher’s home office.  Researcher will use caution with protecting the confidentiality of the participants when analyzing the data. Excess data will be handed over to the Data will be stored for five years and then destroyed according to the expectations of the school of doctoral studies of the College of Education of California State University San Bernardino.    

13.
RISKS AND BENEFITS:

Risks – (1) Children - There is minimal risk involved for participants. The only foreseeable risk for preschool children is that they may be curious about the researcher doing the observation if they notices the researcher.  The researcher will not be interacting with the children. The teacher will be introducing the researcher when she arrives to conduct the ICP observation.

Risks – (1) Teachers and Program Directors – There is minimal risk involved for participants. Teachers and Program Directors may assume that participating in the research study may be tied with their annual performance evaluation.  The researcher will assure the participants that the focus of the research study is to gather data to support them and not to judge them. 

Benefits – (2) Children – Benefits of conducting observations using the ICP to assess preschool classrooms and reviewing achieved data of the DRDP Assessment will support children to improve their access to the preschool curriculum and improve their performance when teachers individualize instruction.  

Benefits – (2) Teachers and Program Directors -   Anticipated benefits as a result of participation in this study is the opportunity to receive trainings to work with young children with special needs. 

14.
INFORMED CONSENT:   Informed consent forms will be translated in Spanish.  Please see attached Inform Consent Forms on  Appendix D, E&  F
Appendix – D - Informed Consent Parent 

Appendix – E - Informed Consent Teacher, 
Appendix – F - Informed Consent Program Director
14(a):
CHILD ASSENT:

Not applicable for the study.
15.
DEBRIEFING STATEMENT:

No deceptions will be used in this study.
16. 
OTHER – Other correspondences
Appendix G – Letter of Introduction to Riverside County Office of Education, Head Start Program

Appendix H - Letter of Approval from Riverside County Office of Education, Head Start Program 

APPENDIX A

Interview Questions for Head Start Preschool Teachers

Research Question:

1. How do Head Start preschool teachers define, describe and explain inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in their daily interactions with students?

Interview Questions:

1. How do you define inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in your daily interaction with students?

2. How do you describe inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in your daily interaction with students?

3. How do you explain inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in your daily interaction with students?

4. Can you describe your relationship with students with special needs?

5. Can you describe your relationship with the families of students with special needs?

6. Can you describe the support you receive from your program director on inclusive practices?

7.  What are the successes of inclusive practices in your classroom?

8. What are the challenges of inclusive practices in your classroom?

9. How has Inclusive practices changed in the last 5 years? 

10. How do you want to change the current inclusive practices?

APPENDIX B

Interview Questions for Head Start Preschool Program Directors

Research Question:

1. How do Head Start preschool directors define, describe and explain inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in their daily interactions with students?

Interview Questions:

1. How do you define inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in your daily interaction with students?

2. How do you describe inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in your daily interaction with students?

3. How do you explain inclusive practices (including children with special needs with typical peers) in your daily interaction with students?

4. Can you describe your relationship with students with special needs?

5. Can you describe your relationship with the families of students with special needs?

6. Can you describe the support you provide for teachers on inclusive practices?

7.  What are the successes of inclusive practices in your program?

8. What are the challenges of inclusive practices in your program?

9. How has Inclusive practices changed in the last 5 years? 

10. How do you want to change the current inclusive practices?

APPENDIX C

Measurement Instrument 
Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP)
The Following are the 12 items observed during the ICP assessment.  Each item is comprised of quality indicators under the form of qualitative descriptions of various practices. These are:

1. Adaptations of space and materials/equipment

2. Adult involvement in peer interactions

3. Adults’ guidance of children’s play

4. Conflict resolution

5. Membership

6. Relationships between adults and children

7. Support for communication

8. Adaptation of group activities

9. Transitions between activities

10. Feedback

11. Family-professional partnerships

12. Monitoring children’s learning 

APPENDIX D

Informed Consent Form: Letter of Invitation - Parents
March 15, 2015

Dear parent(s) of Serena Williams attending ABC Preschool of XYZ Unified School District 

Regarding: Consent to participate in a research study

My name is Shine Nissar.  I am currently a doctoral student at California State University San Bernadino (CSUSB).  I would like to do an observation to conduct an assessment using the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) by observing Ms. Smith’s classroom that your child is attending. 

I am conducting this research study under the supervision of Dr. Dorris Wilson, Associate Dean of our Palm Desert Campus of CSUSB. The Institutional Review Board (IRB) of California State University and San Bernardino has approved this study.

PURPOSE:   The purpose of this research study is to describe and analyze inclusive practices (inclusion of children with special needs with typical preschool children) of Head Start (HS) preschool programs and address a problem of practice that has not been addressed in HS preschool classrooms: Assessment of Inclusive Practices.  My goal is to improve access of the Head Start preschool curriculum and improve student performance of students with special needs and provide teacher trainings to work with children with special needs as a result of my study.


DESCRIPTION:  I plan to use the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) and observe the ABC Preschool classroom between 9:00AM to 12:00pm for 2-3 hours during the month of February 2016. Even though I plan to be in your child’s classroom during the day, I will not be interacting with your child, any other children or your child’s teacher during instruction time. 
In addition to me observing your child’s classroom, your child’s previous archived assessment data will be used in my study.  Please initial here ………………..  with your consent.

PARTICIPATION:   Your child’s participation in my research study is completely voluntary.  You can change your mind any time not to participate in my study. 

CONFIDENTIALITY: Information gathered for my research study will be stored in locked drawers.  All identifying information (name , age, race, etc...) will be treated with top confidentiality.   
DURATION:  The duration of my observation of students’ participation will be approximately two hours: 
RISKS:  There is minimal risk involved for participants. The only foreseeable risk for preschool children is that they may be curious about me doing the observation if they notice me.  I  will not be interacting with the children. The teacher will introduce me  when she I arrive in the classroom to conduct the ICP observation.

BENEFITS:  By participating in my research study, I hope your child’s access to the preschool curriculum will improve and this will be reflected in the outcome performance data of the Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) assessment data. Also teachers will get more trainings to work with children with special needs as a result of my study.


VIDEO/AUDIO/PHOTOGRAPH: N/A
CONTACT:   If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact my advisor Dr. Dorris Wilson, Ed.D. Department: College of Education 
Phone: 760-341-2883 x 78170 and email:dwilson@csusb.edu
RESULTS:   Results of my research study will be reviewed during the Head Start Policy Council meeting in July 2016.  In addition, results of my study will be available at California State University, San Bernardino after July 2016.
CONFIRMATION STATEMENT: I have read the information above and agree to participate in your study…………. (initials)
I understand that I, as the parent’s legal guardian, give my permission for my child to participate in your study.  I have read and understand the consent document and agree to let my child participate in your study.

SIGNATURE(S): 
Researcher (Name)………………….Signature: ________________Date……………
Parent   (Name)………..……………….Signature: ________________Date……………

(Participant)
APPENDIX E
Informed Consent Form: Letter of Invitation - Teachers
March 15, 2015

Dear Ms/Mr./Mrs. Hingis, teacher at  XYZ Unified School District 

Regarding: Consent to participate in a research study

My name is Shine Nissar.  I am currently a doctoral student at California State University San Bernadino (CSUSB).  I would like to do an observation to conduct an assessment using the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) by observing your classroom for 2-3 hours between 9:00am to 12:00pm during the month of February 2016.  In addition, I would also like to conduct an interview in order to learn about your experiences about inclusive practices. I will be happy to share a copy of the ICP and interview questions if you would like to become familiar with the research tools.

Dr. Roger Federer, Early Childhood Education Program Director of XYZ Unified School District and Dr. Judith Sylva, Superintendent - Children and Family Services of Riverside County Office of Education approved the participation in my research study and requested that I work with you to get your consent to participate in the research study. 

I am conducting this research study under the supervision of Dr. Dorris Wilson, Associate Dean of our Palm Desert Campus of CSUSB. The Institutional Review Board (IRB) of California State University and San Bernardino has approved this study.

PURPOSE:   The purpose of this research study is to describe and analyze inclusive practices (inclusion of children with special needs with typical preschool children) of Head Start (HS) preschool programs and address a problem of practice that has not been addressed in HS preschool classrooms: Assessment of Inclusive Practices.  My goal is to improve access of the Head Start preschool curriculum and improve student performance of students with special needs and provide teacher trainings to work with children with special needs as a result of my study.


DESCRIPTION:  I plan to use the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) and observe the ABC Preschool classroom between 9:00AM to 12:00pm for 2-3 hours during the month of February 2016. Even though I plan to be in your classroom during the day, I will not be interacting with your or any other children during instruction time. 

In addition to me conducting the classroom observation and the interview, I will be reviewing archived assessment data that I have access to me. 

Please initial here ………………..  with your consent.

PARTICIPATION:   Your participation in my research study is completely voluntary.  You can change your mind any time not to participate in my study. 

CONFIDENTIALITY: Information gathered for my research study will be stored in locked drawers.  All identifying information (name, age, race, etc...) will be treated with top confidentiality.   

DURATION:  The length of the assessment /observation is approximately 2 hours and the length on the interview is approximately 2 hours.  I can meet you before or after school that I most convenient to you for the interview. 

RISKS:  There is minimal risk involved for participants. In case you assume that participating in the research study may be tied with your annual performance evaluation, I want to assure that that focus of the research study is to gather data to support you with inclusive practices and not to judge you.  I want to assure you that all the information that you share about inclusive practices will be treated confidentially and no identifying information will be shared.
BENEFITS:  There are a few benefits for participating in my study:

1. By participating in the study, preschool students will improve access of the Head Start preschool curriculum and improve student performance of students with special needs
2.  I plan to make recommendations your  supervisor to improve staff development  trainings to work children with special needs as a result of my study.


VIDEO/AUDIO/PHOTOGRAPH: I understand that my interview will be audio recorded Please initial here ………………..  with your consent
CONTACT:   If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact my advisor Dr. Dorris Wilson, Ed.D.Department: College of Education 
Phone: 760-341-2883 x 78170 and e-mail:dwilson@csusb.edu

RESULTS:   Results of my research study will be reviewed during the Head Start Policy Council Meeting in July 2016.  In addition, results of my study will be available at California State University, San Bernardino after July 2016.

CONFIRMATION STATEMENT: I have read the information above and agree to participate in your study
Please initial here ………………..  with your consent.

SIGNATURE(S): 

Researcher (Name)………………….Signature: ________________Date……………

Teacher   (Name)………..……………….Signature: ________________Date……………
(Participant)
APPENDIX F
Informed Consent Form: Letter of Invitation – Program Directors
March 15, 2015

Dear Dr. Roger Federer, Program Director  at  XYZ Unified School District 

Regarding: Consent to participate in a research study

My name is Shine Nissar.  I am currently a doctoral student at California State University San Bernadino (CSUSB).  I would like to do observations to conduct assessments using the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) by observing 5 early childhood classrooms in your district.  I would like to spend about  2-3 hours between 9:00am to 12:00pm during the month of February 2016 in each classroom.  In addition, I would also like to interview each teacher and also interview you order to learn about your experiences about inclusive practices. I will be happy to share a copy of the ICP and interview questions if you would like to become familiar with the research tools.

Superintendent Dr. Debbie Stine of PSUSD and Dr. Judith Sylva,  Superintendent -  Children and Family Services of Riverside County Office of Education approved the participation in my research study and request that I work with you and your staff in working out the details.

I am conducting this research study under the supervision of Dr. Dorris Wilson, Associate Dean of our Palm Desert Campus of CSUSB. The Institutional Review Board (IRB) of California State University and San Bernardino has approved this study.

PURPOSE:   The purpose of this research study is to describe and analyze inclusive practices (inclusion of children with special needs with typical preschool children) of Head Start (HS) preschool programs and address a problem of practice that has not been addressed in HS preschool classrooms: Assessment of Inclusive Practices.  My goal is to improve access of the Head Start preschool curriculum and improve student performance of students with special needs and provide teacher trainings to work with children with special needs as a result of my study.


DESCRIPTION:  I plan to use the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) and observe the ABC Preschool classroom between 9:00AM to 12:00pm for 2-3 hours during the month of February 2016. Even though I plan to be in your classroom during the day, I will not be interacting with your or any other children during instruction time. 

In addition to me conducting the classroom observation and the interview, I will be reviewing archived assessment data that I have access to me. 

Please initial here ………………..  with your consent.

PARTICIPATION:   Your participation in my research study is completely voluntary.  You can change your mind any time not to participate in my study. 

CONFIDENTIALITY: Information gathered for my research study will be stored in locked drawers.  All identifying information (name, age, race, etc...) will be treated with top confidentiality.   

DURATION:  The length of the assessment /observation is approximately 2 hours and the length on the interview is approximately 2 hours.  I can meet you before or after school that I most convenient to you for the interview. 

RISKS:  There is minimal risk involved for participants. In case you assume that participating in the research study may be tied with your annual performance evaluation, I want to assure that that focus of the research study is to gather data to support you with inclusive practices and not to judge you.  I want to assure you that all the information that you share about inclusive practices will be treated confidentially and no identifying information will be shared.

BENEFITS:  There are a few benefits for participating in my study:

1. By participating in the study, preschool students will improve access of the Head Start preschool curriculum and improve student performance of students with special needs

2.  I plan to make recommendations the Head Start Grantor – Riverside County Office of Education to improve staff development  trainings to work children with special needs as a result of my study.


VIDEO/AUDIO/PHOTOGRAPH: I understand that my interview will be audio recorded.

 Please initial here ………………..  with your consent.

CONTACT:   If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact my advisor Dr. Dorris Wilson, Ed.D.Department: College of Education 
Phone: 760-341-2883 x 78170 and e-mail:dwilson@csusb.edu

RESULTS:   Results of my research study will be reviewed during the Head Start Policy Council meeting in July 2016.  In addition, results of my study will be available at California State University, San Bernardino after July 2016.

CONFIRMATION STATEMENT: I have read the information above and agree to participate in your study.
Please initial here ………………..  with your consent.

SIGNATURE(S): 

Researcher (Name)………………….Signature: ________________Date……………

Parent   (Name)………..……………….Signature: ________________Date……………

(Participant)
APPENDIX G – SAMPLE LETTER OF INTRODUCTION TO RCOE
March 1st 2015

Judith Sylva, Ed.D., Associate Superintendent 
Riverside County Office of Education

Children and Family Services – Head Start Program

3939 Thirteenth Street, Riverside, California 92501
March 10th 

Dear Dr. Sylva,

Thank you for meeting with me on January 10th 2015.  I appreciate your time and support with regard to my research study to support preschool children in Head Start classrooms of Riverside County under your leadership.

As I shared with you the title of my research study is Assessment of Inclusive Practices of Head Start Classrooms to Improve Access of the Preschool Curriculum and Improve Student Performance of Students with Special Needs. I plan to conduct a mixed method study by collecting data of f from student observations, reviewing archived student data along with conducting teacher and program director interviews.

Dr. Sylva, I am assuring to you that I will obtain consent from all participants (parents of preschool children, teachers and program directors) before I begin my data collection and I will answer any questions the participants may have about my study. 
My study does not require me to interact with any preschool children.  I will only be doing classroom observations and reviewing archived student outcome data from Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) of 2014 -2015 school year which you will be gaining access through CSUSB and the Child Development Department of the California Department of Education. 

I would appreciate your support with the following steps:

1. I need to conduct 1 hour interviews with each of the 5 Program Directors of five elementary school districts.

2. I need to conduct observations using the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) of 5 Head Start classrooms

3. I need to conduct five 1 hour interviews with the teachers of the 5 classrooms that I conducted the ICP observations.
I am requesting a letter of support from Riverside County Office of Education in order for me to submit to the Institutional Review Board (IRB) of California State University San Bernadino.  I thank you for your support with my research study to enhance the lives of preschool children.

Sincerely,

Shine Nissar

Ifthika “Shine” Nissar, M.A., Doctoral Student

College of Education,  Ed.D. Program 

California State University San Bernadino

nissari@coyote.csusb.edu
760-408-4321 (cell)
APPENDIX H – APPROVAL LETTER FROM RCOE
Riverside County Office of Education

Children and Family Services
3939 Thirteenth Street, Riverside, California 92501, (951) 826-6530
March 10th 

Dear Ms. Nissar,

I reviewed your research proposal titled “Assessment of Inclusive Practices of Head Start Classrooms to Improve Access of the Preschool Curriculum and Improve Student Performance of Students with Special Needs.  

I would like to commit our Head Start program to participate in this research study as it has the potential to benefit our preschool children, staff and parents.   

During the Director’s Meeting in February, I shared with Head Start Program Directors about your research study and our commitment to you at California State University San Bernadino (CSUSB).  Program Directors of our Head Start preschool program will be working with their staff and parents to assist you with your research inquiry.  Program Directors will guide further to facilitate your research study.

I am aware that you will be following the steps below to collect data for your study:

1. Contact 5 Program Directors of the elementary school districts to introduce yourself and discuss your research study, identify 1Head Start classroom per school district to conduct the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) observations and schedule 1 hour interviews with each of the 5 Program Directors.

2. Contact the 5 Teachers of identified classrooms to introduce yourself and discuss your research study, schedule the 2 hour ICP observations, and schedule the 1 hour interviews with each of the 5 teachers.

3. Discuss with the teachers that you will be using the achieved student outcome data from the Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) of 2014 -2015 school year which you will be gaining access through CSUSB and the Child Development Department of the California Department of Education.

As we discussed before, it is my understanding that you will obtain consent from all participants in your study and you will answer any questions the participants may have about your study.

I thank you for your interest and dedication to support children in our Head Start program. I am looking forward to receiving a report with the final outcome of your study so that our Head Start program can make necessary changes that are recommended. 

Sincerely,

Judith Sylva
Judith Sylva, Ed.D.

Associate Superintendent 
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